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Filling the Silence on Fossil Fuels from COP 30 

 Morgan Noble, SJES Intern, Loyola University Chicago (USA) 

The First International Conference on the Just Transition Away from Fossil Fuels will take 

place from April 24th to April 29th, 2026. It is a direct response from the governments of 

Colombia and the Netherlands to the final text of the COP30 negotiations, which makes no 

mention of fossil fuels. The UN International Energy Agency (IEA) report, “Seizing the 

moment of opportunity”, affirms that human actions, such as burning fossil fuels like coal, oil, 

and gas, are the main drivers of climate change. [1]  This lack of acknowledgement in the 

COP30 final negotiations declaration overlooks the main driver of an ineffective roadmap to 

ensure a just transition. This historic conference will be held in the port city of Santa Marta, 

Colombia, which is highly significant as the site of the world's oldest Spanish settlement in the 

world’s fifth-largest coal-producing country [2].  Vanuatu’s Minister of Climate Change, 

Energy, Environment, and Disaster Management, Ralph Regenvanu, stated during the Santa 

Marta conference press briefing, “We welcome this first historic conference as a critical step 

forward, recognising that this is the beginning of an ongoing and urgent process” [3], the goal 

of which is to ensure continuity of discussions and actions, so that no one is left behind. 

Furthermore, this conference provides a complementary space for governments, civil society, 

experts, academics, and indigenous peoples to focus on identifying the key enablers for a 

successful, accelerated fossil-fuel phaseout. 

Co-hosting Details and Participants 

The Minister of Environment for Colombia, Irene Vélez Torres, and the Deputy Prime Minister 

and Minister of Climate Policy and Green Growth of the Netherlands, Sophie Hermans, will 

co-host the Santa Marta conference. During the press conference launching the event, Torres 

expressed her anticipation for the conference's focus on the people. She said, “From the heart 

of the Amazon, indigenous peoples, Afro-descendant communities, campesino organisations, 
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academia, and social movements delivered a message that we cannot ignore”. [4] The Santa 

Marta conference aims to foster discussions on protecting those impacted by fossil fuel 

extraction, enabling viable pathways to equitable solutions through learning from experts, civil 

society, and subnational governments to ensure a truly just transition. During the same press 

conference, Hermans shared her expectations for what the Santa Marta conference can offer to 

society. She emphasised, “We must begin to materialise what this phase-out could look like 

and start a concrete roadmap that allows us to incorporate the new and leave the old behind” 

[5]. This partnership between Colombia and the Netherlands is critical because it is a step 

towards global North-South cooperation, which is needed to advance in multilateral spaces, 

such as the COP. 

So far, at least twenty-four nations have signed the Belém Declaration on the Just Transition 

Away from Fossil Fuels. This declaration aims to make a significant commitment to promoting 

green industrialisation, fighting climate change, and reducing poverty. Mainly, Latin America 

and Small Island Nations have signed the declaration; Chile, Costa Rica, and Fiji have shown 

strong support. Some European countries, such as Austria, Belgium, Denmark, and Germany, 

have also signed the declaration to express their backing. 

However, comparing attendance at Santa Marta and at the Belém Declaration signatories 

reveals a significant gap between developing and well-developed countries. The first group 

(e.g., Chile, Costa Rica) will make up most attendees at the Santa Marta conference, while 

developed nations such as the United States, Russia, and China will not be present. This is a 

troubling reality, as the burden of leadership in phasing out fossil fuels falls on Latin America, 

Africa, and Small Island Nations, which bear the brunt of the damage these extractive industries 

inflict on their environments, populations, and economies. There is an urgent need for 

developed nations to be present in these moments and for global cooperation to help accelerate 

meaningful action. Conversely, countries like Germany strengthen the global north's presence; 

however, this is not enough to close the collaboration gap, but rather an essential step forward. 

This signifies progress towards multi-level collaboration, although the challenge of achieving 

sustainability through active multilateralism will remain a barrier to the transition. 

Agenda of the Conference 

The strategy of this conference is not intended to replace negotiations at venues like COP31; it 

aims to enable indigenous peoples, subnational governments, and civil society actors to express 
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their opinions and concerns while also providing space for proposed solutions that benefit all 

parties. The image below shows the conference programme as of March 2026. From the 24th 

to the 25th of April, economists and legal experts will present their input for a fair transition 

process. Afterwards, from the 26th to the 29th of April, ministers, high-level representatives, 

and civil society will utilise this information to meet with other government officials and agree 

on a roadmap that addresses the needs of local communities impacted by fossil fuel extraction. 

These final days will be crucial in establishing a potential roadmap for multilateral 

collaboration. [6]   

  

 

Figure 1. Methodology. First Conference on Transitioning Away from Fossil Fuels 

[Description of panel]. (n.d.a). https://transitionawayconference.com/methodoloy 

The Importance of the Conference 

The outcomes of the First International Conference on the Just Transition Away from Fossil 

Fuels will help guide global negotiations in formal settings by emphasising the need for a 

consensus on a just energy transition. The economic disparities, ecological justice, and social 

aspects of this challenge will shape the future of the climate crisis. Identifying these key factors 

by gathering diverse perspectives through discussions across various levels of government and 

civil society will pave the way for advances in international cooperation. This conference aims 

to promote collaboration across all sectors, ensuring no one is left behind. On the conference’s 

official webpage, a video is linked describing the goal of continuing discussions after Santa 

Marta, which will take place at The Pacific Conference. This gathering will be co-hosted in 
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October 2026 by the governments of Fiji and Tuvalu as a pre-COP31 [7] event to sustain these 

dialogues and offer another platform for meaningful action. 

The road ahead is still long; the Santa Marta Conference merely marks the start of a truly just 

transition. Co-creating and shaping these spaces is a vital step in fostering and mobilising the 

will of powerful global actors from different sectors, especially at a time when multilateralism 

is under threat. It is crucial to act with conviction for the future of our common home, and 

facilitating processes like these is just one part of the larger puzzle. No matter how imperfect 

they may be, decision-makers have a duty to continue working towards an equitable and fair 

transition. The future is approaching, and the ecological and humanitarian impacts of the 

extractive industry have made this a decisive moment for concrete, united global action. Let us 

all move forward in the spirit of human fraternity and care for our common home. 
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