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instrument in organising a community.

7. Publications Qffice

- This consists partly in a publishing section which edits research
reports, working documents and the periodic analysis of the situation
in Colombia carried out by the CINEP team.

~ The other part of its work is to organise a serious of meetings,
discussion groups, conferences and workshops on topics of current

interest. These usually take place in our Bogota Center.

8. Documentation Office

— This consists in a library with some 15.000 volumes mainly in the
fields of sociology, economics and politics, a collection of over
200 reviews and periodicals, and an archive of press cuttings. This
latter, classified by themes and dating from 1965, is in the process
of being microfilmed so that it can be made available to any interested
organisation or individual. The whole of the documentation service
is open to the general public.

9. Human Rights Section

- In view of the prolonged period ‘of general repression of popular
movements, CINEP opened in 1979 a section which collects information
on the violation of human rights in Colombia. This section attempts
to correct the omissions and distortions of the official propaganda
machine.

In addition to the work described above, CINEP gives its support and admi-

nistrative advice to a wide range of social research and promotion projects
undertaken by well-disposed individuals and groups.

PUBLICATIONS

1. CONTROVERSIA

A general review on social and economic issues with particular relevance
to Colombia. It is published 10 times a year in editions of some

2,000 copies. A recent issue on "Nuevos vientos sobre el Caribe" won
the Simon Bolivar National Prize for Journalism.
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3 : ACLO (BOLIVIA)

LOCATION

ACLO (Accion Cultural Loyola) has its central office in the city of
Sucre and two regional offices in Potosi and Tarija.

Address:  ACLO, Tel: 2-2230
Loa 682, 2-3201
Casilla 538,
SUCRE,
BOLIVIA.

ORIGINS + AIMS

ACLO started its work in August 25 1966 with a literacy programme by

radio in a certain region of the department of Chuquisaca: Pampa Yampara.
Its founder and first director was the Jesuit student Carlos QUIROGA.
Together with his broadcasts in the Quechua language, a programme for rural
teachers was also started., From 1967 to 1982 the director and animator

or ACLO has been Fr. Jorge TRIAS.

The aims stem from our study of rural reality in its 3 principal dimensions.
The overall objective is the liberation of the peasant so that, motivated
by faith, he can become the effective agent of his own promotion and
development. At the econmomic level, we aim to help the peasant improve

and increase his cattle and crop production through planning, technology
and adequate marketing so that his living conditions develop in such a

way that he can free himself from present structures of domination. At the
political-organisational level, we aim to support and promote peasant
organisations and movements towards greater activity and responsability

so that they can defend their class interests with full of autonomy of
action. At the ideological-educational level, we aim to give, through
ongoing formation, the elements of judgement that will enable a peasant

to adopt a more critical attitude and assume greater class consciousness.

ACTIVITIES

1. Training

ACLO devotes the main thrust of its work in non-formal education to
awareness training as a basis for change. 1Its aim is that the peasant
should be able to reflect for himself on the world around him in an
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of publications and courses. Later on, the work of advising popular
movements and organisations was also developed.

The aim of the Center is to accompany Brasilians in their struggle for
human rights, democratic freedoms and better living conditions, and

to encourage the wide participation of poorer clases in building an
independent, free and just society.

ACTIVITIES

1. A Center to strengthen popular movements

This is the principal element in the activities and discussions of
the CEAS. It involves a variety of actions:

= Documentation and information concerning grass-root struggles.
This includes publishing articles, interviews and mimeographed
material.

- Support for popular groups seeking to organise in neighbourhoods
or rural regions. Rural and urban teams carry out this work,
helping to increase understanding and discussion of the questions
at issue, A variety of means are employed:

a) Education and conscientization through formal courses, debates
and seminars,

b} Guidance and advice to help the group discover itself and the
reality it faces, identify alternative options, and forsee the
results of its action,

c) Setting up essential services in areas of need, provided mainly
by the urban teams.

d) Establishing links between initiatives undertaken by basic
communities and those of the Church and other larger organisations.

e) In some cases, following up specific claims made by particular
groups.
























DOCUMENT 74

1 : DIFERENT DIMENSIONS OF THE PROBLEM OF UNEMPLOYMENT

In round figures and according to official statistics, there are over
two million unemployed in Spain in the moment, over 15% of the active population.
The growth of unemployment has been continuous in recent years. It has been
the tendency in Spain since the beginning of the 70's.

1t is also affirmed that real unemployment is higher than statistics

show: this is likely though no accurate measurement can be given. But this
much can be said. We all know, for example, that widespread unemployment has
a discouraging effect on those who, in normal conditions, would be disposed
to work. This category of so-called discouraged should in fact be counted
as unemployed though the statistics do not consider them such. Therefore we
are correct in saying that, in the present situation of general unemployment,
there are more unemployed than are officialy acknowledged.

Unemployment does not affect all social groups in the same way. It affects
women more than men and thus puts a curb on and almost stops the normal process
of incorporating women in work outside the home. It also affects in a spacial
way youth under 25 and, most of all, those who are not yet 19: among these
groups, we see how serious and urgent the problem ig for those seeking their
first job. With regard to educational levels, the highest rates of unemployment
are among those who have completed secondary or pre-university studies.

As for different sectors of activity, lack of work has specially hit rural

areas and its most serious consequences are in those zones where agricultural

work is highly seasonal and thus does not generally,qualifyjbrumemploymentbenefits_
With respect to geographical distribution, regions with the highest level of

unemp loyment are those furthest from areas of development (Andalucia, Brtremadura,
Canarias) and also, the opposite case, centers of high urban and industrial
concentration which both constitute considerable labour markets but also have

a high proportion of migrant workers coming from the most depressed regions.

However unemployment is inereasing in such a relentless manner that all
areas and regions are beginning to show the same figures. The first victims
of this generalised unemployment seem already to be approaching the limits of
toleration. Other groups, with a certain time-lag are just begimning to be
affected. But without denying exwisting differences nor the capacity of groups
to cope in different ways, we must conclude that unemployment today is a
generalised phenomenon,

This ts perhaps its most novel and alarming aspect: it is so widespread.
For this reason unemployment is not only a fact, but also a threat. This double
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accompanied by high level of unemployment. Thus the elimination of unemployment
becomes a problem of social awareness whose only solution is the creation of

a new model of society. We rveiurn to this theme and the significance it can
have for our work as Jesuits, later on.

3 ¢ OUR AWARENESS OF UNEMPLOYMENT AS JESUITS

It is not our job to provide a detailed analysis of this crisis and its
causes. We have merely tried to give an overall view of the problem, making
use of setentific studies already carried out. Perhaps some will find the
preceeding outline overdramatic. But we believe this is the situation and we
cannot close our eyes to it.

However here a questioa erisis that has to be faced honestly: are we
Jesuits really aware of the problem of unemployment ? We believe the degree
of awareness of panish Jesuits does not measure up to the seriousness of the
sttuation. This causes us concern. What are the reasons ?  Perhaps we should
start by admitting we still have a long way to go regarding our insertion among
the marginalised of this world. These are the people who suffer directly
from unemployment everyday. But, given our own life-style it is hard for us
to appreciate this., Efforts we have made to share our goods, live from our
work and not have private accounts are not enough. Most of us continue to
live like people who are well off.

This situation is often accompanied by a high degree of activity, something
doubtless positive but notexempt from problems. Among these is the danger of
a certain narrowing of perspective: we are so caught up in our own activities
that we hardly have time to take interest in anything else. And do we not
sometimes tend to be selective with information reaching us because of an uncon-—
etous fear of having to rethink our lives and work ? It 4s normal this should
happen, but we should be on our guard against it.

Unemployment also has very little effect among Jesuits themselves, either
as posstbility or threat. This could be another reason for our lack of
senstbility concerning it. True, unemployment has indirect vietims among
which many of us could be included. It is likely, for ewample, that members of
our own family or the groups we work with cannot find work. Contact with auch
people should not leave us indifferent; getting close to their problems will
help us understand tha dramatic situation of many thousands of our contemporaries.
Does mot Christian solidarity and the following of Jesus call for special
concern regarding this modern form of poverty and marginalisation which is
unemployment ? (4).












DOCUMENT

where we

82

should take up the challenge of the problems analised above. An

authentic response to God requires that we carry out his will as we have been
trying to discern it through the signs of our times. So we now want to examine
some of the areas in which, with all humility, we think we can make a special
contribution as Jesuits.

1)

2)

Personal and community awareness

We have already hinted how, as Jesuits, we are generally indifferent

to the whole of this problem. So the first need is to inform ourselves
by studying <t: and, more important, to seek an effective solidarity
with the victims of this modern version of social marginalisation (8).
This is something we must confront honestly as individuals and communities,
and moreover express in some concrete gesture. Among such gestures we
ean mention: a financial contribution to the fund against unemployment
organised by the Spanieh Caritas at the request of the Bishops'
Conference, or to some other organisation of solidarity against
unemployment set up by Christian groups in various dioceses; periodic
yet meaningful assistance to the jobless who have no unemployment
benefits, ete.

We should ensure that these actions are true gestures of solidarity,
asking ourselves whether or how they should have a real impact on

our personal. and commnity life-style. We should also see that these
things are not done in a bureaucratic manner or apart from the community.
And it would be good if we paid specific attention to unemployment and
its social effects at times we ave planming travel, vacations,
festivities, ete. (3).

Our employment policy

Though this may shock some, we have to recognise that the Society in
Spain in employing directly or indirectly more than 5,000 people,
expluding Jesuits themselves. We cannot therefore escape from
examining the criteria used when we contract, dismiss or establish
working norms for the employees im our organisations. We offer the
Ffollowing suggestions:
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4)

5)

Our faculties and centers of theology also have a special contribution
they should make by examining this whole problem in the light of Christian
faith. These institutions should also stimulate all Jesuits to get involved
and clarify the commitments they undertake.

Collaboration with other {ristitutions

The problem of unemployment and its consequences ig today so serious that
many institutions, religious or not, have become concermed with it. Before
organising our own activities, it will be good to know what others ave doing
and study possibilities of collaborating with them. Too many activities
often make all less effective. We have an excellent opportunity to link our
efforts with other so that we can all work together at so important a task.

0f all the initiatives that have been taken in Spain, perhaps that of the
National Caritas is the most complete. Apart for being an undertaking of the
Church, with the ewplicit support of the Bishops 'Conference, it alveady has

a nattonal and diocesan programme and infrastructure in which our collaboration
15 always weleome. Do we know in our communities what Caritas is doing ?

Are we taking the trouble to support its initiatives and offer our collaboration?

Towards a new model of man and society

Pevhaps it is here we should make our most spectfie contribution, as we have
suggested several times in this pages. Through all our activities we ave
continously transmitting certain values. Often we do this unconetously and
this is perhaps when the transmission ts most effective because we are
commnicating what we live and what is deep within us.

This fact obliges us to reflect honestly om the values we arve living at
personal, community and even institutional level. Our words will be worih
nothing if they are i{mmediately contradicted by our normal behaviour. We
mist confess that frequently the witness of our lives does not back up what
we say or preach,

What values are we trasmitting ? We should be almost obsessed by this question.
How often are we prevented by urgent needs and aceumilation of work from

standing back to evaluate our motives and deepest desires ! Are we transmitting
solidarity, gratuity, seriousness, generosity, avatlability, openness of heart ?
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THE JIUTEPEC MEETING

From July 25 to 31, some 40 Jesuits involved in
various types of social apostolate in the Northern
Latin American Assistancy met in Jiutepec, near.
Cuernavaca in Mexico, to refect in depth on their
work. The meeting produced no resolutions or final
declarations. But it was agreed to make public a
simple account of what took place. We give it below
in full because of its importance and as a tribute
to an Assistancy that has committed itself so fully
and courageously to the promotion of justice.

1 ORIGINS AND AIMS

In 1981, having visited the Assistancy, Jorge Julio Mejia, Co-ordinator
for the Social Apostolate, felt it was time to organise a meeting for groups
working among the urban and rural poor together with Social Centres and Centres
for Theological Reflection. The Provincials were in agreement and it was decided
to convoke and organise the meeting in collaboration with the Mexican Centre
for Theological Reflection.

Much has happened in Latin America in recent years. Within the Church
and the Society: Vatican II, Medellin, Puebla, the 32nd. General Congregation,
And in our countries a stormy historical development with signs of hope and
disillusion: Chile, Nicaragua, Central America, the Cono Sur presented for all
questions, suggestions, lessons to be learnt. But above all, we Jesuits had
embarked on a path of faith and justice that it was necessary to chart and
scrutinise.

The letter of October 5, 1981 calling the meeting said: We think <t is
time to draw up together a balance sheet of what more than 10 years expevrience
and reflection have brought to the people, the Church, the Society, our
communities and ourselves. We look on this exercise as a sort of Ignatian
reading of our story to discover the depth of our experience of God and how
we have lived this story as salvation history. Each group was asked to write
the story of its own experience in the light of faith, From this would come
the principal points for reflection that would be proposed later.
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while living in one of the poorest city disticts.

My communication hasn't got the vast ocean horizons of Roland's
(Roland DORIOL, Jesuit working as an electrician on a merchantship). Its
bounds are the massive square block, 14 stories high, of the La Timone
hospital in Marseille and the long high walls of the Z.U.P. (Zone d
Urbanisation Prioritaire) to the north of the eity. But it has the same
aim: to share in common something of my life as a Jesuit in the MO.

My aceount will limit itself to ome aspect: my prayer, or rather, the
'place’ of my prayer in the Ignatian sense of 'composition of place’.

In other words, I shall leave out a large part of my life, such as
relationships to people — workmates, neighbours, friends, companions, etc. -
and also my experiences in the various groups I belong to.

What I am going to say is 1ike entering into the contemt of my present
existance or, if you prefer, a door I have to pass through to enter
into the workers' culture, whatever that might be today.

+
I begin with a few scenes.

- Morning, 5.50, in the corridor of the hospital basement, wide as a
road, some 300 meters long, hundreds of people moving along. The day
shift has eclocked in and i3 moving towards the lifts, passing the night
workers beginning to leave. Some barely awake, others off to eleep. No
one talks (just an ocecastional 'good morning' here and there) or looks at
each other. Sometimes I risk looking at a face in the midst of this
erowd: it is expressionless. What is it hiding, this face ?

- Another crowd, this time in the evening, when I came back from work.

I look at the buildings of the H.L.M. (Habitation a loyer modére) all 1it
up in the night, like big motionless ships in port. Men, women, like me,
going home. And I say to myself: what a mass of humanity behind all
these lit windows !

- Another erowd, again in the hospital, in the emergency ward where I have
been working for 6 years. It's a busy day and the staff is overstretched:







































