











5 ARTICLE

From a slightly different viewpoint Paul VI speaks of fidelity and service
as the two charisms or poles in life which continually need to be held in balance.
Perfection lies in the simultaneous presence of two charisms ~fidelity and service
- without letiing one have the advantage over the other. This is something that
18 certainly difficult, but it is possible. Today the attraction of the second
charism ig very strong: the precedence of action over being, of activity over
eontemplation, of concrete existence over theoretical speculation, which has led
from a deductive theology to an inductive one; and all this could cause one to
think that the two aspects of fidelity and love are mutually opposed. But such
18 not the case, as you know. Both proceed from the Holy Spirit, who is Love.
People are never loved too much, provided they are loved only in the love and
with the love of Christ. "The Church endeavors to show in every argument that
revealed doctrine, to the extent that it is Catholie - embraces and completes all
the right thoughts of men, which in themselves always have something of the
fragmentary and paltry"” (H. de Lubac, Catholiciesme, Paris, 1952, Chapter 9, p.248).
But if thies is not the case, readiness to serve can degemerate into relativism,
into conversion to the world and its immanentist memtality, into assimilation
with the world that one wanted to save, into secularism and into fusion with
the profane. We exhort you not to be seized by the spiritus vertiginis (Is 19:14).
(2: §3)

Such a danger is referred to by the same Pope in the Letter he wrote to
Father Arrupe before GC 32, Nor are We ignorant of the fact that over the past
few years in several parts of the Society ~ and it is by no means absent either
from the life of the Church in general - certain tendencies have arisen of an
intellectual and disciplinary wnature which, 1f fostered and given support, could
lead to serious and possibly <rreparable changes in the essential structure
itself of your Society. As you know, Beloved Son, We have through Our closest
Collaborators called your attention more than once to these matters, while
expressing the hope that the expected remewal will be brought about securely and
smoothly. Therefore, on the occasion of the announcement of the General Congre-
gation We express once again Our desire, indeed Our demand, that the Scciety of
Jesus should adapt its life and apostolate to today's conditions and needs in
such a way that confirmation be given to its characteristics as a religious,
apostolic, priestly Order, linked to the Roman Pontiff by a special bond of love
and service, as ratified in the Formula of the Institute or fundamental rule of
this same Society, approved and repeatedly confirmed by Our Predecessors. (1)

2 PRIEST AND LAYMAN

The second recommendation, a corollary of the first, is expressed by Fr.
Dezza as follows: The second recommendation was not to confuse roles proper
to priests with those proper to lay people. In the economic, social and political
field, the role of the priest <s to educate towards justice and social commitment,




































































































































